The age range for adults was between I 6 and 62 years, and that for children was between 3 and 14 years.
The diagnosis was ALL in 37 patients, being one of B, nine ofT, and 27 of non-T, non-B phenotype. Tubes were centrifuged at 550 g for 30 minutes, and blast cells were concentrated at the 36% interface, while small mature lymphocytes were placed at the bottom of the tube.
DNA preparation. 0.1% sodium dodecyl sulfate (SDS) (Sigma, St Louis), and 100 sg/mL salmon sperm. The filters were then hybridized in the same solution with a 32P nick-translated HTLV-I probe (3 x lO6cpm/mL, specific activity 2 x l0 cpm/ g).
The HTLV-I probe is a Sst I subclone from a MT-2 genomic clone containing the complete virus. The filters were washed in a solution of lOx Denhart, 4x SET, and 0.1% SDS for 30 minutes and successively in 2x SET and 0.1% SDS for 30 minutes, both on a shaking platform at 65#{176}C. The filters were exposed to X ray film with an intensifying screen ("X-Omatic," Kodak, Rochester, NY) for 66 hours.
Cytotoxicity assay.
The NK activity was determined using a SI Cr release assay, as previously described. #{176}Briefly, graded concentrations of effector cells (E) were suspended in CM containing 25 mmol/L HEPES buffer, mixed with 2 x l0 t1Cr-labeled target cells (T) in round-bottom 96-well microtiter plates (Greiner CA. and S#{246}hne, Nurtingen, FRG) (final volume 0.2 mL) and incubated for four hours in a 5% CO2 incubator.
At the end of the incubation period the plates were centrifuged (800 g for 10 minutes) and the radioactivity of 0. 
